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deserves It." He then shakes the same fillet over the head
of the bride, and once again over the head of the groom.
A similar process is gone through with the bride's fillet.1
The fillets are then tied around the necks of the pair, the
ends being tucked under their clothes. In some places for
the fillets are substituted embroidered handkerchiefs, which,
after the shaking, are tied respectively to the tarboosh (fez)
of the man and the head-gear of the woman. The grooms-
man has a handkerchief similar to the groom's. Moreover,
around the necks of each of the three is bound a scarf,
which is then crossed down over the back. These fillets or
handkerchiefs should'not be unloosed till the priest takes
them off, with an especial prayer, sometimes within a day
or two. In some places the handkerchiefs are then sent,
for good luck, to unmarried friends. In neither the Mar-
on ite nor the Syrian service do the pair drink wine as with
the Greeks.
With the Maronites the rite of extreme unction is ad-
ministered when the person is supposed to be at the point
of death. The service is in Arabic. The priest anoints
the eyes with the sacred oil, praying that the sins of sight
may be forgiven, and then anoints the ears, nostrils, mouth,
hands, and feet. Reference is made in the final prayer to
the commands of the Apostle James, to pray over the sick,
anointing them with oil, and petition is made that the sick
man may be restored to health. The Greeks emphasize, in
the administration of the sacrament of unction, the feat-
ure indicated in the last phrase. The rite may be em-
ployed during any period of an illness, not being supposed
to have any peculiar efficacy at the moment of death.
Thus the idea of "extreme unction7' is lacking. Confes-
sion and communion, however, are supposed to be admin-
isterefl while the dying man is still conscious, though non-
observance in case of a sudden death is not regarded as
a calamity. "It was God's will/* they say. The oil of
unction is consecrated in a long and elaborate rite by seven
priests twice a year. Sick people may be brought to the
1 With the Jacobites a fillet la also shaken over an infant at baptism.

